Immune-based resistance to the formation of v-src-induced distal tumors.
Although v-src, the oncogene of Rous sarcoma virus, has been shown to be capable of inducing lethal tumors at visceral sites distal to the primary tumor mass, the mechanisms opposing visceral tumor formation remain to be elucidated. In the present study, we show that visceral tumors, many of which represent a metastasis spawned by the primary mass, are found only in hosts exhibiting reduced levels of tumor immunity. We conclude that it is the weakness of the tumor immune response, rather than a lack of expression of tumor antigen on visceral tumor cells, that is a major underpinning of the formation of v-src-induced visceral tumors.